










16

Scott Goldsmith
Professor of Economics
Institute of Social and Economic Research (ISER)
University of Alaska Anchorage

Professor Goldsmith has been a faculty member of the 
Institute of Social and Economic Research (ISER) since 
1975 and was Institute Director from 2001 to 2005. 

ISER is a public policy research institute within the College of Business and Public 
Policy of the University of Alaska Anchorage. Professor Goldsmith’s research 
interests include regional economics, Alaska fiscal policy, and energy demand. He 
is the principal author of the ongoing Fiscal Policy Papers series, which examines 
the fiscal implications of the dominance of petroleum in Alaska’s tax base. In 

2006 he was the recipient of the Edith R. Bullock Prize for Excellence, presented 
by the University of Alaska Foundation. Professor Goldsmith earned a PhD in 
Economics from the University of Wisconsin, Madison after serving in the Peace 
Corps in Malaysia.

PANEL SUBJECT: Looking Ahead at the Alaska Economy: Business as Usual

Mr. Goldsmith will present a description of the future of the Alaska economy 
based on a continuation of the trends observed since Alaska became a state 
50 years ago. The projection will be grounded in the realities of the economic 
structure of Alaska and will highlight major uncertainties as well as opportunities 
and challenges.

Nancy Jackson
Executive Director
Climate and Energy Project (CEP)

Ms. Jackson serves on the Kansas Wind Working 
Group, the Midwestern Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Accord Advisory Group, and the Kansas Energy and 
Environmental Policy Advisory Group. She holds an 

MA in environmental history from the University of Kansas, worked in scholarly 
publishing for a decade, and brings experience in corporate finance, equities 
research, and development. The Climate & Energy Project (CEP) is a program of 

The Land Institute, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization founded over 30 years 
ago in Salina, Kansas. CEP’s key program areas include the Blue Green Alliance, 
Interfaith Power & Light, and the Take Charge Challenge, a friendly competition 
among six Kansas communities to reduce their energy use.

PANEL SUBJECT: The Choices Ahead: Seize Prosperity in a Low-Carbon Future

Like Alaska, Kansas is rich in renewable resources, as well as traditional energy 
resources. Ms. Jackson will have success stories and cautionary tales to share and 
will seek to place both Kansas and Alaska in the context of best-practice state 
policies nationwide.

Greg Wortham
Mayor, Sweetwater TX
Executive Director
Texas Wind Energy Clearinghouse

Greg Wortham is a graduate of Sweetwater High 
School, and returned home in 2004 from 25 years in 
Austin, Houston, Washington, DC, and New York City to 

participate in the comprehensive revitalization of his hometown brought about by 
wind energy. In 2007 Wortham was elected Mayor of Sweetwater on a platform 
of active management of the growth opportunities brought about by wind energy, 
re-invigorated industrial activity, and a central role in America’s multi-fuel energy 
solutions. Wortham graduated magna cum laude in 1983 from Rice University 
with a degree in Energy & Environmental Policy. He earned a Masters of Public 

Affairs from the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at The University of 
Texas in 1990 and the same year graduated with honors from The University of 
Texas School of Law. 

PANEL SUBJECT: Energy + Energy – Economic Diversification in An Energy 
Region

Mr. Wortham will describe the actual results from less than a decade that brought 
this oil, cattle, minerals & railroad town to a leadership role in the global wind 
energy industry. Texas has 10,000 MW of operational wind – about 40% of USA 
total, and ranks as the world’s 4th largest “nation” for wind. The Sweetwater 
area (3,000+ MW) ranks as the 7th largest “nation”, and 20% of the local work 
force is in wind energy.

The Alaska State Budget: Diversifying Away  
From Oil Towards Energy Efficiency and  
Renewable Energy

An exploration of the state’s dependency on oil revenues and explain how EE/RE 
investments can help the state diversify both its urban and rural economies.

Tuesday, May 19th: 2:00–3:30pm   

panel 7 Moderator: To Be announced



17

Charles Kubert
Project Director
Clean Energy States Alliance (CESA)

Charles Kubert is a Project Director with Clean 
Energy Group (CEG), a Montpelier, Vermont-based 
nonprofit organization working in the United States 
and internationally on technology, finance and policy 

programs in the area of clean energy. CEG also manages the Clean Energy States 
Alliance (CESA), a coalition of state clean energy funds. Prior to joining Clean 
Energy Group, Mr. Kubert worked with the Environmental Law & Policy Center, a 
Chicago-based environmental and clean energy advocacy group, where he focused 
on energy efficiency and renewable energy policy and project financing as well 
as federal Farm Bill energy program development. Mr. Kubert also has a 20-year 

background in management consulting and corporate financial planning. He is 
a graduate of Williams College in Massachusetts and has an M.B.A. from The 
University of Chicago.

PANEL SUBJECT: A Winning Formula: How State Clean Energy Funds and 
Complementary Policies Help Build Renewable Energy Markets

Fifteen states created clean energy funds as an outcome of utility restructuring in 
the late 1990s. At the same time, complementary regulatory policies have also 
played a major role in these programs’ success. The result has been robust clean 
energy markets and the growth of a dealer/installer network to support them. 
The high cost of electricity in Alaska makes this an even more workable model 
here.

J. Rachel Shimshak
Director
Renewable Northwest Project (RNP)

Rachel has been the Director of the Renewable 
Northwest Project (RNP) since its inception in 1994. 
RNP is a regional non-profit organization of consumer 
and environmental groups and energy companies 

working together to promote solar, wind and geothermal resources in the Pacific 
Northwest. On her watch, RNP has supported the implementation of more than 
3000 MW of wind, geothermal and solar resources. Before moving back to 

the Northwest, Rachel was the Policy Director for the Massachusetts Division of 
Energy Resources where she worked on electricity, natural gas, oil, conservation, 
renewables, and emergency planning issues. Rachel has a bachelors’ degree from 
the University of Oregon and is a native Oregonian.

PANEL SUBJECT: Strategic Steps to a Clean Energy Future

Securing state and federal renewable energy policies, as well as practical, project 
and operational protocols, will be necessary to deliver on the promise of clean 
energy. Ms. Shimshak will talk about how succeeding will stimulate our economy, 
the environment, and preserve our quality of life.

Creating an Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy Vision and Road Map for Alaska’s Future

An exploration of the challenges and best practices of other states and nations 
and focus on Alaska’s opportunity for building an energy strategy for the next 50 
years. 

Tuesday, May 19th: 3:45–5:45pm   

panel 8 Moderator: Chris Rose, Renewable Energy Alaska Project

40% of companies surveyed said their #1 initiative for 2009 is to reduce energy consumption through efficiency measures.

F. Noel Perry
Founder
Next 10

Noel Perry is the Founder and Managing Director of 
Baccharis Capital, Inc., a private venture capital firm.  
In addition, Mr. Perry is the Founder of Next10, an 
independent, nonpartisan organization that works at the 

intersection of the economy and environment to help improve the future economy 
and quality of life in California. Next10 is the creator of the on-line California 

Budget Challenge, and the California Green Innovation Index. Mr. Perry holds a 
B.A. from the University of Rhode Island, an M.B.A. from George Washington 
University and is a Chartered Financial Analyst (C.F.A.).

PANEL SUBJECT: California’s Green Economy

Next 10 is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization, and has produced expert 
research on California’s Green Innovation, legacy of energy efficiency, and more.  
Mr. Perry will present findings of this important research and discuss what it might 
mean for Alaska.



National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory & Wind 
Powering America support 
Renewable Energy Alaska 
Project and wind energy 

applications in Alaska 

www.windpoweringamerica.gov  
brian.hirsch@nrel.gov 

Alaska Conservation Alliance, PO Box 100660 Anchorage, Alaska 99510
(907) 258-6171  www.akvoice.org

A stong economy 
and a healthy 

environment go
 hand in hand.

Uniting for Alaska’s Future

Alaska Conservation Alliance



www.ameresco.com

Green. Clean. Sustainable.

© 2009 Ameresco. All rights reserved.

Save Energy Dollars. Go Green. 

Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and On-going Equipment 

Maintenance are proven to be effective ways to save money, reduce 

energy consumption, and decrease your carbon footprint-even in 

the most remote areas of Alaska. This can all be done without tapping 

into additional funding outside of what you already spend for energy 

consumption. 

Ameresco has the local expertise to tailor, implement and maintain 

a total cost-effective energy solution from development to completion 

that can be paid through the energy savings. To learn more, contact 

Gary Gagnon, at (907) 277-1041 email: ggagnon@ameresco.com. 

 

Ameresco is an independent energy solutions company delivering 

long-term customer value through innovative systems, strategies 

and technology.

 

Green. Clean. Sustainable.



Alaska has the resources and capital 
to become a world leader in renewable 

energy development 

Join Renewable Energy Alaska Project 
online at www.REalaska.org


